HAVURAH NEWSLETTER MARCH 2008 / ADAR I-11 5768

I"H#$YHAVURAH

THE ADDISON COUNTY JEWISH CONGREGATION
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Celebrate with IntentionERemember with Action

On Purim we celebrate!
We celebrate Esther, who was willing to jeopardize her position of luxury and power to speak
out against Haman; willing to risk her own life to try to save others.
We celebrate Mordechai who taught Esther, by example, to be firm in her faith and a strong
defender of her people.

On Shabbat Zachor we remember!
On the Shabbat before Purim, we read about Amelek who attacked the weakest among us as
we left Egypt, and we are exhorted to actively remember and never forget. And not until we
are safe in our promised home, not until we are free from enemies, may we allow the memory
of Amelek to fade.

But what use is celebrating our heroes, if not to learn from them? And what good is
remembering predatory enemies, if not to act against them?

Celebrate Purim this year, and teach children what it means to be Esther.

Remember Amelek this year, and act against tyrants, oppressors, and those who would prey
on the weak and the powerless.

And one day we will all live in peace in our chosen spiritual homes, and there will be no
enemies, and the memory will fade.
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HEBREW SCHOOL
NOTES

March/April School Calendar:

3/3: Regular classes
3/10: Regular Classes
3/17: Regular Classes
3/24: Regular Classes
3/31: Regular Classes

4/7: Regular Classes, and Parents! meeting followed by discussion with Rabbi Ira on
(aking Passover Seriously in 20080

March/April School & Youth Related Services:

Saturday, March 8, 10:00 am  Shabbat morning services.
Rabbi's Class will participate in the service.
Friday, March 14, 6:15 pm School Sponsored Friday Evening Services.
Gimel-Dalet Class will be participating.
Saturday, March 22, 10:00 am Shabbat morning Children!s service.

Saturday, April 5, 10:00 am Shabbat morning services.
Rabbils Class will participate in the service.

We encourage all Havurah members to celebrate Shabbat together at Havurah House.

2007-08 Education Committee:

Co-Chair: Hannah Benz, 388-1933, hbbenz@pol.net
Co-Chair: Lisa Young, 388-7209,
Lisa.Young@dail.state.vt.us

Emily Joselson, 388-2986, ejoselson@langrock.com
Lauri London, 382-9494, llondon444@verizon.net
Amy Trubek, 462-3158, amy.trubek@uvm.edu

Rabbi Ira Schiffer, Director of Education, 443-5762,
ischiffe@middlebury.edu
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Bet Class Wedding of Daniel and Shira

Photographs by Rachel Bearman

Daniel, our groom, held by Bet Class member Ethan Sausvill:

Shira, our bride, held by Bet Class member, Savannah Hasti

Bet class witnesses
Isabel Rosenberg
and

Katherine Koehler
sign the ketubah
before the ceremon
begins.

Ella Lubell
welcomes our guest
as Rabbi Ira and ou
Gimmel-Dalet and
Hey Class chuppah
holders look on.

By the way, our beautiful chuppah now hangs in our
classroom. It was made by the entire Bet class, incluc

Sophie Lefkoe tells guests that our Ezra Marks, who could not be at the wedding.
processional music is ODodi LiO I —
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Havurain BEventssCadénddnr

Below is a listing of upcoming Havurah, local, & regional events detailed in this issue. All events take place at
Havurah House unless otherwise noted. Please see related articles for more information.

March/April

¥ Yaakov Katz
"The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict:

Monday, 3/3, 7:00 pm
Robert A. Jones '59 House conference room

What Are the Chances for Peace?"  Middlebury College

¥ Havurah Reads!

¥ Purim at the Lefkoels

Thursday, 3/20, 6:30 pm

Saturday, 3/22, 6:00 pm

197 Chipman Park, Middlebury

¥ Havurah Food & Craft Fair

Sunday, 4/6, 4:00 pm

Yaakov Katz
"The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict:
What Are the Chances for Peace?"

Monday, March 3, 7 PM
Robert A Jones House
Middlebury College

Yaakov Katz is the military correspondent
and defense analyst for The Jerusalem Post,
the Middle East's leading English daily. Mr.
Katz will be speaking on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and the chances for
peace between the two sides. He will
elucidate Israel's political and military
strategy in regards to the Hamas military
build-up in the Gaza Strip, and consider the
pros and cons of a large-scale military
operation inside Gaza. In addition, he will
discuss the new reality created in Gaza
following the collapse of the border wall
separating Gaza and Egypt and the
significance of this event to the peace
process more generally.

HAVURAH READS!

Ethe Havurah book discussion group meets on the
third Thursday of each month at 6:30pm.

March 20 Neighbors, by Jan T. Gross
April 17 The Assistant,
by Bernard Malamud
May 15 Mona in the Promised Land,
by Gish Jen

All the books are part of the Nextbook "Let's Talk
About It: Jewish Literature" theme list "Neighbors,
The World Next Door".

More information about the books on the list can be
found at
http://www.nextbook.org/ala/librl_neighbors.html.

New participants are welcome and encouraged to
attend! Feel free to bring your dinner!

For more information, contact Norman Weiner
(462-3351.)
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Israel Center of Vermont Film Series

The Israel Center of Vermont is proud to present our winter film series. All films will be shown at the
Israeli CafZ located at 212 Battery St. The cafZ will open at 6 pm for dinner. The cost is $20/ plate.
The Menu is white winter soup, pesto & veggie sandwiches, and desserts prepared by Vermont Kosher.
Please RSVP to BTM@icvt.org by March 2nd. All films will begin promptly at 7 pm.

Next Film:

March 9" Yellow Asphalt

Three stories set among the Bedouin of Jahalin in the hills of the Judean desert. On an almost deserted
highway, two Israeli truckers strike a Bedouin lad accidentally. Retribution? In a tent, elders judge a
woman seeking divorce; she wants to leave with her young daughters. They deny the suit. That night
she gathers her girls and runs. Her husband pursues her. The Bedouin maid of a married Israeli hot-
house farmer is discovered in adultery; with her life in danger, she seeks protection from her lover. He
turns her away and involves a Bedouin farmhand in disposing of her. What tribal justice awaits?0O This
is an interesting look into a part of modern Israeli society.O

Where
Israeli CafZ 212 Battery Street Burlington, VT 05401
Look for the Israel Center sign.

For more information about the Israel Center of Vermont visit out website www.icvt.org

Community Supper Thanks

Havurah hosted the Middlebury Community Supper on Friday, January 25 at the
Congregational Church. And what a turnout we had! Dotty Neuberger, from the Congregational
Church, estimated that we fed over 120 people. Wow!

Thank You!
ET o Carol & Joel Miller and Lois & Max Kraus, our extraordinary organizers, who called, shopped,
prepped, cooked, worked and cleaned!

EA nd to all who cooked, set up, served, and cleaned:

From Havurah: Maureen Pearl, Deanna and Charlie Shapiro, Merry and Marty Lapidus, Lorin
Duckman, Karen Lefkoe, Jodi Girard, Missi Smith, Emily Joselson & Alan Hewat, Marita Schine, Pam
Berenbaum, Hannah Benz, Jane Lustgarden, Carrie Shishko, Bob Bernstein

From Hillel: Sarah Midzik and Mimi Micner

The Community Supper is a weekly event--held every Friday evening at the Middlebury
Congregational Church--which provides free, nutritious meals to all who care to attend. The meals are
prepared and served by local congregations, and organizations from the community and College.
Please consider giving some of your time to cook (at home) or help at the church the next time Havurah
hosts the supper!

Pssst! Hey you! Yeah, you!
What are you making for the Havurah Food and Craft Fair, Sunday April 6?
Call Charlotte and let her knowN shels waiting to hear from you! (802-349-9608)
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SHABBAT & HOLIDAYS

March Shabbat Services:

¥ Saturday, 3/8, 10 am Shabbat morning services. Rabbi's Class will participate in the
service. Parshat Pekudei

¥ Friday, 3/14, 6:15 pm School Sponsored Friday Evening Services. Gimel-Dalet Class will
participate.

¥ Saturday, 3/15, 10 am Shabbat morning Torah Study, Parshat Vayikra, Shabbat Zachor

¥ Saturday, 3/22, 10 am Shabbat Morning Children!s Service

We encourage all Havurah members to celebrate Shabbat together at Havurah House.

Shabbat Morning Children!s Service
Saturday, March 22, 10 am

The Children!s services are intended to provide a positive introduction to the Shabbat morning service,
with an emphasis on simple but compelling Shabbat melodies, Shabbat stories and child-friendly
English readings. The service is geared to children ages 6 to 12, but younger children are welcome as
well. Parental participation is strongly encouraged. All community members are welcome!

1. Itwill be fun! Welll be singing songs, reading a story or two, and if welre lucky, there may even be
some spontaneous dancing.

2. No prior experience necessary! Welll be teaching all melodies and words during the service. If
you want to practice ahead of time, welve posted the words and recordings of all songs to
www.addisoncountyhavurah.org.

3. It will be educational! Welll discuss the meaning of the prayers we sing in terms understandable
to children but meaningful to adults as well.

4. It will be short! No more than one hour.

5. Your friends will be there! Or at least they will be if you bring them!

We are always looking for children to lead English readings, so if you know a child who wants to participate or if
you have any questions about the service, please contact Jeff Lubell at jefflubell@yahoo.com or 462-3291.

Celebrate Purim with the Lef koes!

Saturday Evening, March 22, 6:00 pm

Brin g somet hing t o share for our

Pot -Luck Dinner and Hamant aschen-Luck Dessert !
Cost umes and musical instrument s are welcome.

All are invited!

For info, call Karen (388-3105, lef koe@sover.net)
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Shabba Zachor
ADL AntiSemitism Awareness Shabba

Purim is a time for Megillah reading, social justice, shpiels, and carnivals. It is also a time when
we remember the vulnerability of Jews living under King Ahashveros and his minister Haman. The
Shabbat preceding Purim, Shabbat Zachor, serves as a sobering reminder of our tragic encounter with
Amalek, Haman!s ancestor. Both Purim and Shabbat Zachor underscore the importance of remembering
and confronting anti-Semitism.

The Jewish community has come far in gaining acceptance in American society. Yet, even in the
United States, the perpetuation of myths and stereotypes about the Jewish people seems to be a never
ending source of bias and bigotry. Adults in the workplace and students in schools around the country still
face ridicule about how Jews are cheap, control the media, and own the world!s banks. Most recently, in a
serious revival of the ®rotocols of the Learned Elders of Zion,Omyths about Jewish control of the US
government have had a devastating impact on impressions of the Jewish community at home and abroad.
Across the Middle East, Arabic media outlets produce an ongoing barrage of hateful words and violent
images. As the internet and international cable channels make disseminating information easier every
day, negative propaganda about Jews seeps steadily into the views of many in our own communities.

No person or group should be negatively stereotyped based on their religious beliefs. Yet, even in
the year 2008, Jews are regularly taunted and alienated simply because they are Jewish. From personal
experience, we all know this alienation occurs in both subtle and overt ways much more often than we
would like to admit. This is why Shabbat Zachor is such an important marker on our Jewish calendar and
why it is imperative that as many communities as possible take this opportunity to spread awareness
about anti-Semitism and the need to respond strategically whenever it occurs.

In partnership with Jewish communities all around New England, the local office of the Anti-
Defamation League will be highlighting this Shabbat of remembrance as Anti-Semitism Awareness
Shabbat. Synagogues, Hillels, day-schools, community centers and even individuals should see this as
an opportunity grapple with issues of classic and contemporary anti-Semitism, anti-Israel bias, and the
importance of speaking out.

Addison County Peace Coalition!s Ging Out for PeaceO

May there always be sunshine,
May there always be blue skies,
May there always be Mama,
May there always be me.

The words of this simple song, written by a Russian schoolchild and set to music in the days of the
Cold War, are familiar to many who were youngsters then. American schoolkids learned the song in
English and in Russian and in their singing gave voice to a heartfelt plea for Planet Earth and its people.

In that spirit and with that desire, the Addison County Peace Coalition invites the community to
SING OUT FOR PEACE, 3-4 PM, Sunday afternoon, March 16 at the Unitarian Universalist meeting
house (corner of Cross and Water Streets) in Middlebury.

Words will be projected for a sing-along of familiar folk songs and hymns, many from the Rise Up
Singing collection (Copyright 1988, 1992 by the Sing Out Corporation, Bethlehem, PA.) In the Introduction
to that collection, Pete Seeger wrote,

"And when eventually we have a world of peace and justice, the songs and those who sing them
will be some of the millions of reasons why."

Questions? Call Carol Spooner (388-3694) or Ann Ross (462-2872)
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MEMBER NEWS

Mazal Tov!

¥To the Bright family, who recently returned from China with their new daughter Rose,
age 3.

Todah Rabah!

We thank the following members and friends for their generous gifts:

¥Sam Fogel

¥Joshua and Adin Girard!s Zayde, from his Tzedakah box.

¥Ben and Nancy Rosenberg, to the Capital Campaign

¥Jean Godnick, to our Hebrew School

¥Sharon and Lorin Duckman, in appreciation of the support and kindness shown by
many Havurah members following the passing of Sharon!s mother

¥Peg Goldman, in honor of the births of Mia Kutchukian and Julian Lieber Weiner

¥Pam and Art Berenbaum, in honor of the birthdays of Celeste and Melody

Condolences

Havurah extends our deepest condolences to:

¥Sharon and Lorin Duckman on the death of Sharon!s father in February.

Refuah Sh!lemah

We wish a speedy and complete recovery to:

¥ June Ady, and strength to her husband Jay Edelstein.

Do you have Member News to share about your family?

If so, please send it to Karen Lefkoe at Lefkoe@sover.net, by snail mail to 197 Chipman Park, Middlebury, or
give a call at 388-3105.
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Rebecca Gould Awarded by Spirit in Nature

Mazal tov to Becky Gould, who was recently presented with the Eco-Spirit Award by
the non-profit group, Spirit in NatureN the organization which sponsors the system of
trails, with quotations from various religious traditions, in Ripton.

The Eco-Spirit Award is presented annually to ®ersons whose lives are illuminated
by their appreciation of the beauty, mystery and preciousness of the natural world.
They are dynamic role models who engage us in debate, and urge us to explore the
implications of our behavior during our present global environmental crisis. They
lead us to a path of hope for the future of all life and nature on earth.O Past winners
have included Bill McKibben and Paul Bortz.

At the gathering Rebecca was introduced by Paul Bortz, and then read selections
from her chapter, @inding Life to Values,Ofrom Ignition, a book about fighting global
climate change.

Where are they now?

¥Emily Ziedman is enjoying her sophomore year at Mt. Holyoke College, having
spent a year in Israel after graduating from MUHS.

¥Raye Brevda-Wells is currently in Seattle studying jewelry-making.
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